
A long history of 2SLGBTQIA+ Rights: For hundreds of years, 2SLGBTQIA+ folks have had 
to fight for their rights, for freedom, and for love. It wasn’t until 2003 in the United 
States that same-sex relationships were decriminalized. While there has been huge 
progress, we know that the fight still continues today.

The Stonewall Riots (or Stonewall Uprising) began on June 28, 1969 when New York 
City police raided a gay club called the Stonewall Inn. 

The Stonewall Inn welcomed members of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community, including 
drag queens and runaway or homeless queer youth. 

The raid sparked a riot between the patrons and neighbourhood residents, as police
hauled employees and patrons out of the bar. 

What started as a few hundred people protesting became thousands of people,
ultimately leading to 6 days of protests. 

The Stonewall Riots served as a catalyst for the gay rights movement in the United 
States and around the world. 

In 1970, one year after the Stonewall Riots, thousands of people
marched in the streets of Manhattan from Stonewall Inn to
Central Park in what was then called “Christopher Street
Liberation Day” 

In 1971, two years after the passing of the Canadian Law
Amendment Act, a rally took place in Ottawa, Ontario.
Hundreds of people gathered to bring awareness to the "We
Demand" Brief: a document created by twelve LGBTQ+
groups from around the country calling for further change.
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https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pride-started-revolutionary-riots-advocates-point-movement-s-radical-roots-n1221416
https://www.tvo.org/article/a-turning-point-in-our-history-remembering-canadas-first-major-gay-rights-protest


 Martin was born in New York, 
 NY. As a teenager in the 1960s, he 

 came out and found his way to 
 Christopher Street in Greenwich Village. He 

 was involved in the post Mattachine Society gay 
 rights movements that sought to push gay activism 

 beyond its traditional approach and embrace the diversity
 in our community by challenging racism, sexism and 
transphobia in the community. Following the Uprising, Martin 
 continued to participate in activism, completed a degree at 
 Hunter College and opened a restaurant in The East 
 Village. He continues to share his stories and keep 

 queer and trans history alive. In 2016, Barack 
 Obama designated the Stonewall Inn and 

 surrounding area a national monument 
 in recognition of the area’s 

 contribution to queer rights. 

How the Stonewall Riots Sparked a Movement

Global News: the Stonewall Riots

History of Toronto Pride

Canadian Encyclopedia: LGBT Rights

Canadian Museum of History: LGBTQ

CBC Interactive Timeline
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History of Gay Rights
The Stonewall Riots: Origins

Stonewall: A Building. An Uprising. A Revolution
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1969: Canadian government passes the
Criminal Law Amendment Act
decriminalizing same-sex sexual acts

1995: sexual orientation is added to The
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

2005: the right to same-sex marriage is
legalized federally

2017: the Canadian Human Rights 
Act is updated to include gender 
identity and expression

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ODJ5gNcGho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftcvaJCKVjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9wdMJmuBlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5l32ayh18Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ODJ5gNcGho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ODJ5gNcGho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ODJ5gNcGho
https://www.pridetoronto.com/pride-toronto/history/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-rights-in-canada
https://www.historymuseum.ca/history-hall/lgbtq/
https://www.cbc.ca/doczone/content/interactives/gayrevolution/timeline/default.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jun/23/i-have-to-go-off-activist-sylvia-rivera-on-choosing-to-riot-at-stonewall
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/history-of-gay-rights
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/the-stonewall-riots
https://www.amazon.com/Stonewall-Building-Revolution-Rob-Sanders/dp/1524719528
https://transdevna.com/employeehub/2020/06/june-pride-month-recognizing-marsha-p-johnson-key-figure-in-1969-stonewall-uprising/
https://www.dayofpink.org/martin
https://www.dayofpink.org/martin

